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V. Supporting Documents 
 
A. Project Milestone Table 
 
Goal 2009 2010 2011 
Goal 1 - Coordinate development of a watershed planning group and watershed restoration  
               plan. 

   

      Task 1 - Build partnerships and begin the planning process. X X  
      Task 2 - Characterize the watershed.  X X 
      Task 3 - Set implementation goals and identify potential solutions and priorities.  X X 
      Task 4 - Prepare the WRP document.  X X 
Goal 2 - Determine the current status and trends in lake conditions.    
      Task 4 - Determine lake water quality, trophic status, and potential loading sources. X X X 
Goal 3 - Engage and educate the local community regarding water quality issues.    
      Task 5 - Maintain the Adopt-A-Lake community monitoring  program. X X X 
      Task 6 - Publish articles in the local newspaper, CRC newsletter, and other appropriate  
                    outlets. 

X X X 

      Task 7 - Hold workshops and public meetings. X X X 
Goal 4 - Administer the project and report results.    
      Task 8 - Administration and Reporting X X X 
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B. Project Budget Table 
 

2009 2010 2011 
TOTAL 
COSTS 319 Funds Match 

Goal 1: 
    Task 1: Build partnerships and begin planning  
                 process $1,806 $3,612 $0 $5,418 $1,137 $4,281 
    Task 2: Characterize the watershed $0 $12,642 $6,321 $18,963 $3,979 $14,984 
    Task 3: Set goals and identify potential  
                 solutions and priorities $0 $10,836 $5,418 $16,254 $3,410 $12,844 
    Task 4: Prepare the WRP document $0 $6,772.50 $6,772.50 $13,545 $2,842 $10,703 
Goal 2: 
    Task 5: Determine lake water quality, trophic   
                 status, and potential loading sources. $6,851 $13,702 $6,851 $27,404 $16,442 $10,962 
Goal 3:  
    Task 6: Expand Adopt-A-Lake community  
                 monitoring program $1,875 $3,750 $1,875 $4,000 $0 $4,000 
    Task 7: Publish articles $100 $200 $100 $400 $0 $400 
    Task 8: Hold a workshop and public meetings $375 $750 $375 $1,500 $1,000 $500 
Goal 4: 
    Task 9: Administration and Reporting $1,250 $2,500 $1,250 $1,983 $1,190 $793 
 
TOTAL BUDGET    $89,467 $30,000 $59,467 
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C. Project Map 
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D. Letters of Support 
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October 17, 2008 
 
Megan Birzell 
Clearwater Resource Council 
PO Box 1471 
Seeley Lake, Montana 59868 
 
Dear Megan, 
 
The Seeley Lake Community Council is writing to express our support for the Clearwater 
Resource Council proposal for 319 funding to implement the recommendations in the Middle 
Blackfoot-Nevada Creek TMDL—which calls for further monitoring on Seeley and Salmon 
Lakes and 303(d)-listed streams (Richmond, Deer, Buck and Blanchard Creeks and the West 
Fork of the Clearwater River) as well as on other streams in the area. 
 
These streams and lakes are key to our local economy and rural lifestyle. Seeley Lake attracts 
visitors from in-state and out-of-state largely because our valley provides ample recreational 
opportunities, including fishing and boating, in a pristine setting.  
 
Your project will enable all stakeholders to better understand the conditions of our streams and 
lakes. The monitoring you propose will help us all to establish a course of action to bring 
impaired streams back to fully-functioning and to ensure that the lakes remain fully functioning.  
 
Furthermore, we support and encourage the establishment of a Watershed Planning Group and 
the development of a Watershed Restoration Plan for the Clearwater basin. A coordinated plan 
will allow all stakeholders to effectively and efficiently manage the watershed and to ensure that 
our valley maintains high water quality. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Diane Weatherman 
Vice Chair 
Seeley Lake Community Council 
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3201 Spurgin Road 

Missoula, MT  59804 
Phone 406-542-5506 

E-mail lknotek@mt.gov 
Fax 406-542-5529 

 
October 22, 2008 
 
Rob Rung 
Water Quality Planning Bureau 
Montana Department of Environmental Quality 
1520 E. Sixth Avenue 
P.O. Box 200901 
Helena, MT  59620-0901 
 
Dear Rob: 
 
This letter is written is support of the Clearwater Resource Council’s (CRC) application for 319 Funds in the 
Clearwater River drainage of west-central Montana in response to the Middle Blackfoot-Nevada Creek TMDL.  
Over the past few months, CRC has developed a proposal with 5 defined objectives for monitoring, watershed 
planning, community education and project administration/reporting.  Most importantly, the proposal addresses 
three key aspects: (1) monitoring and assessment of lake water quality, (2) evaluation of limiting factors in tributary 
networks, and (3) public education.  Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks (MFWP) supports this effort and will continue 
to contribute in a technical advisory and resource management role.  
 
This proposal is an important component of watershed improvement plans and deserves strong consideration for 
funding for a number of reasons.  First, the Clearwater watershed is a unique, relatively intact complex of lakes and 
coldwater streams with high aquatic and terrestrial wildlife value. Second, the Clearwater drainage is a focus area 
for natural resource protection (e.g., Montana Legacy Project), despite high development pressure. Third, CRC is a 
committed group with strong leadership and expectations of on-the-ground improvements.    
 
As part of this effort, MFWP is will contribute staff time (Ladd Knotek 4-5 days per year), use of a boat and motor 
for lake monitoring, and exchange of existing current data collected over the past three years.  We plan to continue 
monitoring fish populations, compliance with stream and lakeshore protection laws, and various aspects of lake and 
stream aquatic habitat quality (e.g., turbidity in Seeley lake outlet arm and basin-wide stream temperature 
monitoring).  We also plan to implement several fisheries enhancement projects in 2009-2010 at Rainy Dam, Emily-
A Dam and diversions on Morrell Creek.  The proposed project would complement these efforts and help ensure 
coordination among conservation organizations. 
 
Please give this proposal strong consideration and feel free to contact me if you have questions. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
Ladd Knotek 
Fisheries Biologist 
 
 
 

mailto:lknotek@mt.gov
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October 24, 2008 
 
Megan Birzell  
Project and Development Administrator 
Clearwater Resource Council  
 
TO: Megan Birzell 
RE: Letter of Support for Clearwater Resource Council 319 Proposal 
 
On behalf of the Montana Wilderness Association, I would like to express my full support for the 
319 proposal from the Clearwater Resource Council. 
 
The Clearwater River basin is known as a marquee watershed for wildlife habitat, outdoor 
recreation, and commercial timber in Montana.  For these reasons, the basin has been well-used 
over the years and it will be a challenge for management agencies and local communities to 
restore and maintain healthy streams and forests in years to come.  Since 2003, the Clearwater 
Resource Council has been committed to building healthy relationships between local 
communities and the surrounding environment, but additional resources are required in order for 
CRC to deepen this commitment.   
 
There is currently a great need for more information on the water quality and trophic status of 
Seeley and Salmon Lakes, as well as a number of contributing streams.  The collection, 
organization, and utilization of this data for the creation of a watershed restoration plan 
necessitates the formation of a watershed planning group.  A primary focus of the CRC proposal 
is the formation of a watershed planning group and it is for this reason, more than any other, that 
CRC has the support of the Montana Wilderness Association.  No amount of research can make 
a difference on the ground unless local communities are involved in the requisite efforts to apply 
this research.  The formation of a watershed group is a good strategy for cultivating this 
involvement. 
 
For these reasons, and others, the 319 proposal submitted by the CRC meets my expectations of 
a plan worthy of funding.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Gabriel Furshong 
Wilderness Campaign Director 
 
Montana Wilderness Association 
Rocky Mountain Front Field Office 
PO Box 37 - 17 3rd St. NE 
Choteau, MT 59422 
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