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Montana DEQ 319 Mini-Grant Application
Notice : Applicants must submit both a hardcopy and electronic application to DEQ NPS Outreach and Education Coordinator, Kristy Zhinin.  kzhinin@mt.gov 406-444-7425. Please refer to Mini-grant call for applications for more information. 

Applicant Name, Organization & Contact Information (address, phone, email, fax)
City Of Miles City

Community Services and Planning Office
P.O. Box 910 17 South 8th St

Miles City, MT 59301
406-234-3493
scraddock@milescity-mt.org
406-234-6392
Tax ID Number for Fiscal Sponsor Organization (Fiscal Sponsors can be a School, Community Group, Non-Profit or Other Organization. Individuals Cannot Apply for this Grant)

81-60021292


Project Title & Location

Miles City River Awareness Summit - Miles Community College - Miles City, Montana
What Nonpoint Source Pollution or Water Quality Issue is Being Addressed?
Flood Preparedness - securing volatile liquids and gases, proper storage of hazardous materials in flood prone areas Vehicle/Household Maintenance - properly disposing of lubricants, cleansers, batteries, paint, other wastes Riparian Environments - restoration and preservation of important zones for stormwater filtration and wildlife habitat Stormwater and Runoff Control - importance of appropriate stormwater systems for streets, parking lots, construction sites and other developed areas, including the use of retention ponds, detention systems, and filtration devices
What Activities are Planned to Address this Water Resource Issue?
Open House with exhibit hall for various agencies and vendors to provide information to Summit attendees Classroom sessions on topics such as Emergency Preparedness, Healthy Rivers and Riverbanks, Stopping Pollution at Home, Environmental Consideration of Flood Control Strategies Panel Discussion on flood control methods and strategies (e.g., levees, channelization, flood easements, floodproofing, etc.) Demonstrations of flooding (DNRC) and other pollution sources Mobile workshops/tours to visit healthy vs. stressed riparian areas
Who are the Instructors/Project Leaders & what are their Qualifications?

Presenters will be senior program management staff from the Montana DNRC, Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Federal Emergency Management Agency, U.S. Weather Service, U.S. BLM,Yellowstone River Conservation District Council, Northern Plains Resource Council, Custer County Extension Office, Miles City Planning and Utilities Depts., and other pertinent agencies. The majority of presenters will have expertise based on many years of experience and/or advanced degrees in their respective fields.
If Equipment is being Purchased, Where will it be Housed & How will it be Maintained?

No equipment other than incidental supplies will be purchased for the River Awareness Summit.
If Funding is needed for a Specific Site Event: Where is it, How will Transportation be Provided & What Contingencies have been made for Rain Days or Alternative Locations?

The River Awareness Summit will be held in facilities at Miles Community College, 2715 Dickinson Street, in Miles City. It is a central location that is well known to nearly everyone in Miles City and surrounding Eastern Montana communities. The facility is ADA compliant. Each agency will be responsible for transporting its staff to and from the facility for the event. The City will use grant funds to purchase a round-trip ticket for the event's keynote speaker, who will probably be an elected or other high-level official from a city that has experienced a catastrophic-level flood in the recent past. Miles City will provide the keynote speaker with ground transportation during his/her stay in town. Since the majority of Summit activities will be conducted indoors, no rain day is needed, and since our mobile tours will likely focus on stormwater runoff in one sense or another, a rain event can be incorporated into the discussion. If needed, the city will arrange for vans to transport attendees to the workshop sites.
What are Expected Measurable Outcomes and Long-term Impacts of the Project? 

Measurable Outcomes - Attendance at open house/exhibit hall and panel discussion of over 150 people each - Classroom attendance exceeding 20 persons per session - Mobile workshop attendance exceeding 10 persons per session Long-Term Impacts - Increased awareness of methods of reducing non-point source pollution during floods and other emergencies - Increased awareness of methods of reducing non-point source pollution during development and routine activities - Increased appreciation for the value of restoring, maintaining, and preserving natural riparian areas - Increased knowledge of alternative flood control methods that are more environmentally-friendly than levees

What Skills and Abilities are to be Developed from the Project & What Knowledge is to be Gained from the Project Activities?

Improved skills at storing and securing gasoline, propane and other hazardous materials Improved skills at properly disposing of hazardous materials and other harmful waste products Improved outdoor recreation skills Improved ability to appreciate ecology and natural systems Knowledge of alternative flood control and mitigation methods
How will Pre & Post Project Participant Knowledge, Skills or Behaviors be Evaluated

"Test Your Knowledge" - voluntary quiz to be taken before and after touring the exhibit hall Classroom evaluations of topics and speakers; rate various aspects of classroom session and provide comments Sign-up for voluntary participation in "Map Your Neighborhood" and other programs

What is the Cost of the Project & Where is the 40% local non-federal in-kind or cash match come from? List by Line-item all the Anticipated Expenses and Match Sources.

Attach separately if need be.

Line Item Expense Budget by Source of Funds is attached separately. Total Budget is projected to be $ 2,655. Of the total amount, $1,500 (54%) is from the DEQ mini-grant and $1,255 (46%) is from local sources. The 46% of expenses included in the local budget are proposed to come from the following sources: - City of Miles City: $255 in-kind for transportation and printing/distribution of marketing materials - Miles Community College: in-kind for room and equipment rental (waived fees) - Local cash donations: food and drink for invited speakers (hospitality in speaker prep/break room) NOTE: City staff salary expense (for time required to plan, coordinate and manage the event) is NOT included in the budget for match purposes, although a substantial investment of City staff time will be made to plan, coordinate, manage and follow-up on the event. The value of such time represents a substantial investment in this event by the City of Miles City that is not included in this budget.

What Opportunities Exist for Project Continuation or Expansion?

The Miles City River Awareness Summit has the potential to become an annual event focused on environmental awareness, flood and disaster preparedness, and recreational opportunities - all related to the close relationship that Miles City has with the Yellowstone and Tongue Rivers. This relationship extends to rainfall and snowmelt that enters the rivers as runoff from the developed and agricultural properties in the area. Specific opportunities for increased environmentally-related activities include potential to expand Miles City's recycling programs, litter reduction efforts, and community clean-up, particularly with respect to refuse in the Tongue River slough.
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